National Canners Association 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Membership Letter No. 90. November 15, 1924. 


Production of Tomatoes for Manufacture. 

Seed Pea Yield in Idaho. 

Tolerances in Sale of Feod Products. 

Warehouse System Reduces Clains. 

Foreign Trade Notes. 

Freight Loadings at liigh Level. 

Cenned Foods ‘lee an Outstanding Success. 

Food Exhibit in Connection with Annual Convention. 
Board of Directors to weet in Washington. 

Western Canners Association 


Production of Tomatoes for Manufacture. 


Final figures on the production of tomatoes for manufacture have been is- 
sued by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
According to this report there were 315,080 acres in tomatoes in 1924 as compared 
with 291,510 acres in 1923. The yield, however, in 1924 averaged 3.8 tons per acre 
as egainst 4.2 tons in the preceding year. The production in 1924 was therefore 
lower, despite the increased acreage, mnounting to 1,194,200 tons as compared with 
1,256,600 tons in 1923. 


Seed Pea Yield in Idaho. 


he September report of the Agricultural Statistician of the U. S&S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture located in Idaho states: 


"Narvesting of seed peas is now well along, indicating an average 
yield of 19 bushels per ecre compared with 24 bushels last year." 


Tolerances in Sale of Food Products. 


Canners who encounter state or municipal regulations which do not provide 
reasonable tolerances will be interested in the case of Burns Baking Company vs. 
Bryan, decided by the Supreme Court of the United States in the spring of this year. 


In that case Nebraska had passed a law which provided that every loaf of 
bread made for the purpose of sale or offered for sale, or sold, should be one-half 
pound, one pound, one pound and a half, or exact multiples of one pound, and prohib- 
ited loaves of other weights. It allowed a tolerance in excess of the specified 
Standard weights at the rate of two ounces per pound and no more, and required that 
the specified weight should be the average weight of not less than twenty-five 
loaves and that such everage should not be more than the maximum nor less than the 
Minimum prescribed. Violations of the act were punishable by fine or imprisonment, 
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Suit was brought by bekers against the Govornor and the Secretary of the 
Department of Agriculture of the State to restroin the enforcement of the act on 
the ground that it was repugnant to the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amend- 
ment of the Constitution of the United Stetes. The power of the State to enact and 
enforce laws calculated to prevent the sale of loaves of bread of less than the pur- 
ported weight was not questioned, but it was contended that the provision fixing the 
maximum weights in the statute in question was unnecessary, unreasonable and arbi- 
trary. 


On behalf of the State it was contended that the purpose of the statuto 
was to prevent a loaf of one standard from boing increased in size until it could 
readily bo sold for a loaf of a larger standcrd. 


The court found that the evidence did not support the contentions of the 
State. Tho court further found that the bakers could not moke loaves which would 
keep their woight within the tolerances allowed without such precautions and ox- 
pense as the court found would be unreasonable. The court therefore found that the 
statuto wos unroasoneble and arbitrary and repugnant to the Fourteenth Amendment. 


Warehouse System Reduces Claims. 


4, recent communication from a Meryland canner states, rogarding the ware- 
house system: 


"Your method of handling swells through the regional ware- 
house seems to have stopped tho - - = jobbers from putting in 
erroneous swoll bills." 


Foreign Trade Notes. 


A recent visit of a member of a well-knowm British firm to Norway has 
caused widespread comment in the Norwegian press regarding investment of British 
capital in the Norwegian canning industry, Comnercial attache Sorensen informs the 
Department of Commerce, «ccording to these rumors, six Norwegian factories are al- 
ready undor the control of the british firm. Some ten years ago this same British 
firm made efforts to obtain an interest in llorway's canning industry, but the ef- 
forts failed. 


Local manufacturers of jams and jellies supply the needs of the Argentine, 
except for standard jams and jellies of well-known and advertised brands, .ssistant 
Trade Commissioner Avery informs the Department of Commerce, English and American 
brands have been introduced and have but a limited sale. Five or six of the estab- 
lishments in Argentina manufacture as high es three quarters of a million cans of 
preserves annually. The Argentine import duty on jams and jellies is about 18.8 
cents per pound at par exchange. Jams pay « duty of 10.9 cents per pound at par. 


There is a considerable consumption of canned salmon in the Swansea con- 
Sular district and the demand tends to increase, American Consul 4A. B. Cooke re- 
ports. The red salmon is in great favor, but the pink has no appreciable demand. 
Personal investigation by the Consul disclosed only two brands of canned salmon, 
out of a dozen, that indicated on the label the origin of the contents; one of 
these was marked "British Columbia Salmon", the other indicated that it had been 
packed in Oregon. Swansea dealers believe that most of the salmon they handle comes 
from Cenada and Alaska, but there is considerable evidence that the consumption of 
Siberian salmon is growing, caiouflaged under ea trade brand, and bought by the con- 
Sumer under the impression that he is getting Canadian or Alaskan salmon. The Si- 
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berian article, while it is not of so fine a quality, is said by locel wholesale 
firms handling it to be quite a salable commodity end is cheaper in price. Anorican 
exporters of canned salmon to the British market, it is stated, might do well to 
give attention to the atitude of their Canedinn competitors in the matter of pro- 
tecting their product on the British market by distinctive labels. 


Freight Loadings at High Level. 


Loading of revenue freight on the railroads of the Unitod States continues 
to be the greatest for this season of the yorr on record, the total for tho woek 
ended on November 1 being 1,073,450 cars. This was an increase, according to a 
statemont issued by the Car Service Division of the Amorican Railway Association, of 
37,581 cars over the corresponding weok in 1923 and an increase of 95,579 over the 
corresponding week in 1922. It also was an increase of 235,854 cers over the sane 
week in 192] and an increase of 157,815 cars over 1920. The total for the weck of 
November 1 was 2 docrease, due to the usual sonsonal decline in freight traffic, of 
38,915 cars undor the proceding woek when loading totaled 1,112,345 cars, the great- 
est number evor loaded during any one week on record, 


Canned Foods Week an Cutstanding Success. 


The expectation thet Canned Foods \icek would be more widely and more ef- 
fectively observed this Fall than ever before has boon realizod., From all parts of 
the country the National Committeo is receiving advertisemonts, press clippings, 
etc., showing thet the “leek has beon made both a sales event und an educational cam- 
paign.e Full reports from the local committees, for which the National Committee has 
asked, will enable us later to show what Canned Foods ‘leek has done to educate the 
consumer to the value of canned foods, and to increase their sale. 


Rocords of the shipments of materials for Canned Foods Week show thet re- 
tail dealers in at loast 481 communities were interested in the event, and this num- 
ber does not include many suburban towns covered from the larger cities, of which no 
complote record is yet availablo. In addition, chain store companies opercting in 
many towms made Canned Foods ‘eck a special sales event, and backed up the campaign 
effectivoly in their advertising. For cxeamplce, one company in tho Middle Yost car- 
ried half-pnge advertisements in tho daily papers of seven of the larger cities, 
quarter-pages in cities of smaller size, and somowhat smaller advertisements in 
about three hundred papers in towns where the company operates. 


Food Exhitat in Connection with Annual Convention. 


: arrangements heve been made to have a canned foods exhibit at Cincinnati 
Convention. This exhibit will be somewhat along the lines of the one at the Buffalo 
Convention, which wes successful. The Cincinnati exhibit, however, has the added 
advantage of having both the food exhibit end the canning machinery supplies under 
the same roof, The Cincinnati Music ‘all has beon secured for the exhibits. All 
members are urged to participate. It is highly desirable that as many es possible 
display their products as plans are being leid for an unusually large attcndance,. 

As in the past exhibits, stat« and locel canners essociations have been invited to 
perticipete and alrendy several acceptances heave been received. lMombors are urged 
to cornmunicate with the Washington office for full information in connection with 
Space, exponse, otc. 


Board of Directors to Leot in “lashington. 


a meeting of the Board of Directors of tho National Canners Association 
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will be hold in “iashington Docenber 3-4, 1924, i.ccoptancos alroady rocoived from 
members of the Board indicrto thet there will oe quite a large attondance, 


Western Canners .ssociation Mocting. 


imong tho sponkors at tho convontion of tho \ostern Cannors sssociation 
to be hold in Chicago November 24 and 25, will be reprosontntives of the National 
Cannors Associcstion, who will address tho convention on various subjocts. Dr. Honry 
M. Loomis will spoak on "Gotting tho Facts about Canned Foods to the Public". ir, 
ie E. Stevonson, of the Research Laboratory, will discuss “Discoloration in Cannod 
Foods", Dr. C. G. oodbury, of the Raw Products Resoarch Bureau, will speak on im- 
provement of the quality of the cannor's rew products, and how this is accomplished 
by bringing closer cooperation botwoon canners, growors and agricultural sciontific 
workers. 
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